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not press the Rai too hard Hi was to come to an arrangement and retire without pushing matters too far lest /?*/ tudder Deo should get the better of him. If he could not do this he was for the sake of his own name and fame, to bring the Rai with him to Delhi.26 Throughout, Pratapa Rudra                 to have maintained cordial relations with Ala-ud-din. According to the
Va/ugotivar/Vamsava/i, two of the officers of Pratapa Rudra's court, Telugu Bijjala and Potuganti Mail? displayed their skill in swordsmanship in a specially arranged durbar of Ala-ud-din.27
In                expeditions,   the   Muslims were considerate not only to the kings but also to the
people in general.   There was no evidence to show that they attempted mass conversions.   The
peasants           not                         of   their  lands.   On the other hand, after the annexation of the
kingdom of Devagiri in A.O. 1312,  Malik Kafur treated the people with kindness and moderation. He assured them of             and they felt that they had nothing to fear from their new masters.   He
granted the                              and they "being convinced that they had a ruler who was interested in
promoting their                                                   to their lands and extracted greater yield from the
soil than before "**
It is                           that Ala-ud-din'a conqusst of the south was prompted by purely political
and economic                                He           wise inough to realise the  limitations of his  imperial
authority and did not                  the annexation of the South Indian kingdoms, but allowed their
Hindu rotors to               autonomy.   Such a considerate treatment. given to the Hindu chief-tains
induces the                      that Ala-ud-dtn initiated the statesman -like policy of taking the submissive
Hindu rulers into                     with the aim of breaking down the monopoly of power enjoyed by the
overbearing Turkish                                      a constant source of trouble and annoyance to the Delhi Sultan,
the             Indian expeditions of Kafur and Juna Khan were not free from acts of
violence                                                  and defiled.   Towns were subjected to pillage and were
destroyed,   But                              the king of the state offered his submission, the invading  army
refrained from acts of              artd vandalism,   Kafur was particularly' cruel in the Pandyan kingdom.
He plundered the                                      Rameswarain and defiled the temples of Marhatpura.   The reasons for           a cruelty art not far to seek.   The prolonged guerilla tactics adopted by- the
Pandyans                       the                   He rsctived the reports that the temples of Marhatpura were
replete .with                                and the diety therein the most favourite of the Pandyan, who even
in his                                           the temple, probably using it as a hideout,
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